
 

THE FACTS ABOUT HB 1866 & NURSE PRACTITIONERS IN MISSOURI 

AMNP MEMBERS ARE EAGER TO WORK IN CONCERT WITH PHYSICIANS AND OTHER HEALTHCARE 

PROVIDERS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF PATIENTS THROUGHOUT MISSOURI 

 Missouri’s Nurse Practitioners undergo rigorous certifications, periodic peer review, clinical outcome 

evaluations, and adhere to a strong code of ethics. 

 Healthcare costs for both private insurance and Medicaid/Medicare patients can be significantly reduced by 

utilizing Missouri’s 6,358 nurse practitioners to the fullest extent of their training. 

 Multiple studies suggest patient outcomes are improved when nurse practitioners are involved in or 

directly responsible for patient care. 

 Nurse practitioners and other APRN’s throughout Missouri are highly educated healthcare providers, with 

most attaining a Doctorate of Nursing Practice. All nurse practitioners have at minimum a master’s degree, 

and most receive advanced clinical training in their area of specialty. 

 Insurance Acceptance – 85% accept Medicare, 84% accept Medicaid, 94% accept private insurance, 81% 

accept uninsured. 

 Current law does not define the scope of practice for Advanced Practice Nurses in Missouri. HB 1866 

seeks to provide clarity and describe the parameters under which APRN’s practice. 

 Current law allows physicians and nurse practitioners to enter into collaborative arrangements in the 

delivery of healthcare services. These arrangements can be unduly restrictive and inhibit early care and 

intervention at a time when there is a shortage of healthcare professionals in 109 of 114 counties in 

Missouri. 

 Existing statute requires physicians who collaborate with nurse practitioners to be within 30-50 miles of the 

nurse practitioner. This arbitrary mileage restriction decreases patient access, as it not only inhibits 

clinicians from practicing, but could prohibit a nurse practitioner from assisting in natural disasters in 

Missouri where immediate access to healthcare is critical.         

 Healthcare practitioners in Missouri and elsewhere are not permitted to exceed their level of training. 

Doing so puts their license and livelihood at risk. By defining the scope of practice in HB 1866, the 

legislation ensures that mechanisms are in place within the Missouri Board of Nursing to evaluate and 

discipline anyone who improperly exceeds what they have been trained to do. 

 At a time when technologies such as telemedicine are available to increase access and care, unnecessary 

geographic boundaries take time away from physicians and nurse practitioners that could otherwise be 

spent on seeing additional patients and improving patient outcomes. 

 Much of the information required by statute in collaborative practice agreements between physicians and 

nurse practitioners is similar to what is contained within contracts. Specifying this information in statute is 

unnecessarily redundant and limits flexibility for physicians and nurse practitioners to devise relationships 

that are best suited to the patient population. 

 

AMNP: PUTTING PATIENTS FIRST 



 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO SUPPORT MISSOURI’S NURSE PRACTITIONERS? 

 SUPPORT legislation (HB 1465, HB 1866, et. al) that will provide all patients in 

Missouri with increased access to nurse practitioners that are genuinely committed 

to healthy patient outcomes 

 SUPPORT amendments offered that reduce or eliminate barriers for nurse 

practitioners to practice to the fullest scope of their advanced education and training 

 ENCOURAGE physicians and other healthcare providers to work in partnership with 

Missouri’s nurse practitioners to reduce healthcare costs, increase access to care, 

and improve patient outcomes 

 OPPOSE any efforts to limit the ability of nurse practitioners to help solve the 

growing problem of healthcare shortages through unnecessary restrictions or 

limitations 

 OPPOSE any efforts to place advanced practice nurses under the Missouri Board of 

Healing Arts (BOHA). Missouri’s nurses, including nurse practitioners, are regulated 

by the Missouri Board of Nursing. Placing nurse practitioners under the Board of 

Healing Arts is analogous to regulating malpractice attorneys through BOHA. It is 

not logical, cost effective, or best for patients to have a universal governing body  

administer licensing and regulation for multiple healthcare disciplines 

 

 

AT A TIME WHEN HEALTHCARE COSTS CONTINUE TO ESCALATE 

AND ACCESS TO CARE IS BECOMING MORE AND MORE LIMITED, 

MISSOURI’S NURSE PRACTITIONERS OFFER PATIENT-FOCUSED 

SOLUTIONS FOR A HEALTHIER, MORE PROSPEROUS MISSOURI 

 

For questions or additional information: 

Contact Derek Leffert at 573.280.8500 or Rich Aubuchon at 573.645.9760 

 

 


